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from witnesses. The ranking minority mem-
ber, or a member of the Committee staff des-
ignated by the ranking minority member,
shall be given the opportunity to attend and
participate in the taking of any deposition.
Witnesses at depositions shall be examined
upon oath administered by an individual au-
thorized by law to administer oaths, or ad-
ministered by any member of the Committee
if one is present.

2. COUNSEL.—Witnesses may be accom-
panied at a public or executive hearing, or
the taking of a deposition, by counsel to ad-
vise them of their rights. Counsel retained
by any witness and accompanying such wit-
ness shall be permitted to be present during
the testimony of the witness at any public or
executive hearing, or the taking of a deposi-
tion, to advise the witness, while the witness
is testifying, of the witness’s legal rights. In
the case of any witness who is an officer or
employee of the government, or of a corpora-
tion or association, the Chairman may rule
that representation by counsel from the gov-
ernment, corporation, or association or by
counsel representing other witnesses, creates
a conflict of interest, and that the witness
may only be represented during testimony
before the Committee by personal counsel
not from the government, corporation, or as-
sociation or by personal counsel not rep-
resenting other witnesses. This paragraph
shall not be construed to excuse a witness
from testifying in the event the witness’s
counsel is ejected for conducting himself or
herself in such manner as to prevent, im-
pede, disrupt, obstruct, or interfere with the
orderly administration of a hearing or the
taking of a deposition. This paragraph may
not be construed as authorizing counsel to
coach the witness or to answer for the wit-
ness. The failure of any witness to secure
counsel shall not excuse the witness from
complying with a subpoena.

3. RECORD.—An accurate electronic or sten-
ographic record shall be kept of the testi-
mony of all witnesses in executive and public
hearings and depositions. If testimony given
by deposition is transcribed, the individual
administering the oath shall certify on the
transcript that the witness was duly sworn
in his or her presence and the transcriber
shall certify that the transcript is a true
record of the testimony. The transcript with
these certifications shall be filed with the
chief clerk of the Committee. The record of
a witness’s testimony, whether in public or
executive session or in a deposition, shall be
made available for inspection by the witness
or the witness’s counsel under Committee
supervision. A copy of any testimony given
in public session, or that part of the testi-
mony given by the witness in executive ses-
sion or deposition and subsequently quoted
or made part of the record in a public ses-
sion, shall be provided to that witness at the
witness’s expense if so requested. Upon in-
specting the transcript, within a time limit
set by the Clerk of the Committee, a witness
may request changes in the transcript to
correct errors of transcription and grammat-
ical errors. The witness may also bring to
the attention of the Committee errors of fact
in the witness’s testimony by submitting a
sworn statement about those facts with a re-
quest that it be attached to the transcript.
The Chairman or a member of the Com-
mittee staff designated by the Chairman
shall rule on such requests.

RULE VI—BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS

Public hearings of the full Committee, or
any subcommittee thereof, shall be televised
or broadcast only when authorized by the
Chairman and the ranking minority member
of the full Committee.
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RULE VII-SUBCOMMITTEES

1. HEARINGS.—Any member of the Com-
mittee may sit with any subcommittee dur-
ing its hearings.

2. CHANGE OF CHAIRMANSHIP.—Subcommit-
tees shall be considered de novo whenever
there is a change in the chairmanship, and
seniority on the particular subcommittee
shall not necessarily apply.

———

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs has
adopted rules governing its procedures
for the 115th Congress. Pursuant to
rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, on behalf of
myself and Senator TESTER, I ask
unanimous consent that a copy of the
committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

RULES OF PROCEDURE
115TH CONGRESS
I. MEETINGS

(A) Unless otherwise ordered, the Com-
mittee shall meet on the first Wednesday of
each month. The Chairman may, upon proper
notice, call such additional meetings as
deemed necessary.

(B) Except as provided in subparagraphs (b)
and (d) of paragraph 5 of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, meetings of
the Committee shall be open to the public.
The Committee shall prepare and keep a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each meeting whether or not such meeting
or any part thereof is closed to the public.

(C) The Chairman of the Committee, or the
Ranking Majority Member present in the ab-
sence of the Chairman, or such other Mem-
ber as the Chairman may designate, shall
preside over all meetings.

(D) Except as provided in rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, no meeting of
the Committee shall be scheduled except by
majority vote of the Committee or by au-
thorization of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee.

(E) The Committee shall notify the office
designated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the time, place, and pur-
pose of each meeting. In the event such
meeting is canceled, the Committee shall
immediately notify such designated office.

(F) Written or electronic notice of a Com-
mittee meeting, accompanied by an agenda
enumerating the items of business to be con-
sidered, shall be sent to all Committee Mem-
bers at least 72 hours (not counting Satur-
days, Sundays, and federal holidays) in ad-
vance of each meeting. In the event that the
giving of such 72-hour notice is prevented by
unforeseen requirements or Committee busi-
ness, the Committee staff shall communicate
notice by the quickest appropriate means to
Members or appropriate staff assistants of
Members and an agenda shall be furnished
prior to the meeting.

(G) Subject to the second sentence of this
paragraph, it shall not be in order for the
Committee to consider any amendment in
the first degree proposed to any measure
under consideration by the Committee un-
less a written or electronic copy of such
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amendment has been delivered to each Mem-
ber of the Committee at least 24 hours (not
counting Saturdays, Sundays, and federal
holidays) before the meeting at which the
amendment is to be proposed. This para-
graph may be waived by a majority vote of
the Members and shall apply only when 72-
hour written notice has been provided in ac-
cordance with paragraph (F).

II. QUORUMS

(A) Subject to the provisions of paragraph
(B), eight Members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum for the reporting or ap-
proving of any measure or matter or rec-
ommendation. Five Members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of transacting any other business.

(B) In order to transact any business at a
Committee meeting, at least one Member of
the minority shall be present. If, at any
meeting, business cannot be transacted be-
cause of the absence of such a Member, the
matter shall lay over for a calendar day. If
the presence of a minority Member is not
then obtained, business may be transacted
by the appropriate quorum.

(C) One Member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of receiving testimony.

III. VOTING

(A) Votes may be cast by proxy. A proxy
shall be written and may be conditioned by
personal instructions. A proxy shall be valid
only for the day given.

(B) There shall be a complete record kept
of all Committee actions. Such record shall
contain the vote cast by each Member of the
Committee on any question on which a roll
call vote is requested.

IV. HEARINGS AND HEARING PROCEDURES

(A) Except as specifically otherwise pro-
vided, the rules governing meetings shall
govern hearings.

(B) At least one week in advance of the
date of any hearing, the Committee shall un-
dertake, consistent with the provisions of
paragraph 4 of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, to make public an-
nouncements of the date, place, time, and
subject matter of such hearing.

(C)(1) Each witness who is scheduled to tes-
tify at a hearing of the Committee shall sub-
mit 40 copies of such witness’ testimony to
the Committee not later than 48 hours (not
counting Saturdays, Sundays, and federal
holidays) before the witness’ scheduled ap-
pearance at the hearing.

(2) Any witness who fails to meet the dead-
line specified in paragraph (1) shall not be
permitted to present testimony but may be
seated to take questions from Committee
members, unless the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member determine there is good
cause for the witness’ failure to meet the
deadline or it is in the Committee’s interest
to permit such witness to testify.

(D) The presiding Member at any hearing
is authorized to limit the time allotted to
each witness appearing before the Com-
mittee.

(E) The Chairman, with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, is authorized to subpoena the attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of
memoranda, documents, records, and any
other materials. If the Chairman or a Com-
mittee staff member designated by the
Chairman has not received from the Ranking
Minority Member or a Committee staff mem-
ber designated by the Ranking Minority
Member notice of the Ranking Minority
Member’s non-concurrence in the subpoena
within 48 hours (not counting Saturdays,
Sundays, and federal holidays) of being noti-
fied of the Chairman’s intention to subpoena
attendance or production, the Chairman is
authorized following the end of the 48-hour
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period involved to subpoena the same with-
out the Ranking Minority Member’s concur-
rence. Regardless of whether a subpoena has
been concurred in by the Ranking Minority
Member, such subpoena may be authorized
by vote of the Members of the Committee.
When the Committee or Chairman authorizes
a subpoena, the subpoena may be issued upon
the signature of the Chairman or of any
other Member of the Committee designated
by the Chairman.

(F') Except as specified in Committee Rule
VII (requiring oaths, under certain cir-
cumstances, at hearings to confirm Presi-
dential nominations), witnesses at hearings
will be required to give testimony under
oath whenever the presiding Member deems
such to be advisable.

V. MEDIA COVERAGE

Any Committee meeting or hearing which
is open to the public may be covered by tele-
vision, radio, and print media. Photog-
raphers, reporters, and crew members using
mechanical recording, filming, or broad-
casting devices shall position and use their
equipment so as not to interfere with the
seating, vision, or hearing of the Committee
Members or staff or with the orderly conduct
of the meeting or hearing. The presiding
Member of the meeting or hearing may for
good cause terminate, in whole or in part,
the use of such mechanical devices or take
such other action as the circumstances and
the orderly conduct of the meeting or hear-
ing may warrant.

VI. GENERAL

All applicable requirements of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate shall govern the
Committee.

VII. PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

(A) Each Presidential nominee whose nom-
ination is subject to Senate confirmation
and referred to this Committee shall submit
a statement of his or her background and fi-
nancial interests, including the financial in-
terests of his or her spouse and of children
living in the nominee’s household, on a form
approved by the Committee, which shall be
sworn to as to its completeness and accu-
racy. The Committee form shall be in two
parts:

(1) Information concerning employment,
education, and background of the nominee,
which generally relates to the position to
which the individual is nominated and which
is to be made public; and

(2) Information concerning the financial
and other background of the nominee, to be
made public when the Committee determines
that such information bears directly on the
nominee’s qualifications to hold the position
to which the individual is nominated.

(B) At any hearing to confirm a Presi-
dential nomination, the testimony of the
nominee and, at the request of any Member,
any other witness shall be under oath.

(C) Committee action on a nomination, in-
cluding hearings or a meeting to consider a
motion to recommend confirmation, shall
not occur until at least five days (not count-
ing Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holi-
days) after the nominee submits with respect
to the currently pending nomination the
form required by this rule unless the Chair-
man, with the concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member, waives this waiting pe-
riod.

VIII. NAMING OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

AFFAIRS FACILITIES

It is the policy of the Committee that a
Department of Veterans Affairs facility may
be named only after a deceased individual
and only under the following circumstances:

(A) Such individual was:

(1) A veteran who (i) was instrumental in
the construction or the operation of the fa-
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cility to be named, or (ii) was a recipient of
the Medal of Honor or, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
otherwise performed military service of an
extraordinarily distinguished character;

(2) A Member of the United States House of
Representatives or Senate who had a direct
association with such facility;

(3) An Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs,
a Secretary of Veterans Affairs, a Secretary
of Defense or of a service branch, or a mili-
tary or other Federal civilian official of com-
parable or higher rank; or

(4) An individual who, as determined by
the Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, performed outstanding service for vet-
erans.

(B) Each Member of the Congressional del-
egation representing the State in which the
designated facility is located must indicate
in writing such Member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual. It is the policy of the Committee that
sponsoring or cosponsoring legislation to
name such facility after such individual will
not alone satisfy this requirement.

(C) The pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a national
membership of at least 500,000 must indicate
in writing its support of such proposal.

IX. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be
changed, modified, amended, or suspended at
any time provided, however, that no less
than a majority of the entire membership so
determine at a regular meeting with due no-
tice or at a meeting specifically called for
that purpose. The rules governing quorums
for reporting legislative matters shall gov-
ern rules changes, modification, amend-
ments, or suspension.

————

NOMINATION OF REX W.
TILLERSON

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a letter from
Lee Boothby be printed in the RECORD
in support of the nomination of Rex
Tillerson as Secretary of State of the
United States.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NEWFIELD EXPLORATION COMPANY,
The Woodlands, Texas, January 11, 2017.

Hon. JAMES M. INHOFE,

U.S. Senate,

Washington, DC.

Hon. JAMES LANKFORD,

U.S. Senate,

Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATORS INHOFE AND LANKFORD: AS
leader of Oklahoma’s third largest producer
of crude oil and natural gas, I write to urge
your vote to confirm Rex Tillerson as U.S.
Secretary of State.

Mr. Tillerson has been rightly lauded for
his effective stewardship of one the world’s
largest and most successful companies, his
deep exposure to and knowledge of both for-
eign and domestic public policies impacting
our nation and his extensive global experi-
ence. He is intelligent, highly regarded and
has accomplished many achievements in the
private sector through vision, hard work and
sound judgment. He is extremely qualified to
lead U.S. foreign policy.

Over the past several years, I have had the
privilege of working with Rex professionally
and I've also had the opportunity to get to
know him personally. His personal attributes
are equally as impressive as his professional
characteristics. He is a man of integrity and
strong moral character.
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We both share a fondness for the outdoors
and regularly have found ourselves dis-
cussing not the day-to-day happenings in our
industry, but rather his love for the United
States of America—an affection deepened by
his exposure to countries where democracy
and human rights do not exist.

I am proud to call Rex Tillerson a friend,
and I am confident our nation will benefit
from his service and the many attributes he
will contribute as U.S. Secretary of State.

Sincerely,
LEE K. BOOTHBY.

———

CONFIRMATION OF MICHAEL
POMPEO

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I op-
pose Mr. POMPEO’S confirmation to be
Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency because I believe he will take
the CIA in a dangerously wrong direc-
tion.

America needs a CIA Director who
will uphold American values by reso-
lutely condemning torture and mass
surveillance. Mr. POMPEO’S last-minute
attempt to walk back his opposition to
torture is very disturbing and suggests
the Trump administration is readying
to abandon our commitment to inter-
national human rights.

Second, Mr. POMPEO’S enthusiasm for
bringing back programs that sweep up
massive amounts of Americans’ private
information is deeply troubling. I have
no confidence that Donald Trump
would sufficiently protect the private
emails of Americans if he had access to
them, and Mr. POMPEO’S support for
large-scale data collection programs is
inconsistent with the bipartisan re-
forms of the PATRIOT Act that passed
in the last Congress.

Third, I am very worried that Mr.
POMPEO, as CIA Director, will continue
the trend of covert agencies usurping
the power of the State Department and
the Defense Department. Mr. POMPEO,
under questioning, refused to acknowl-
edge the longstanding precedent of dip-
lomatic embassies having primary au-
thority for final signoff on overseas op-
erations. This suggests Mr. POMPEO
could lead a rogue agency that will
frustrate rather than aid our diplo-
matic objectives overseas.

———

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS D. HOMAN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. Speaker, today
I want to recognize Thomas D. Homan,
who will step down this month as U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Executive Associate Director for En-
forcement and Removal Operations.
Mr. Homan has served in law enforce-
ment for 36 years, including 33 years
enforcing our Nation’s border and im-
migration laws. He began his career in
1981 as a police officer in New York. In
1984, he became a U.S. Border Patrol
agent with his first assignment in the
San Diego sector. In 1988, he became a
special agent with the former U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization Service
in Phoenix, AZ. There, he climbed
through the ranks, first to supervisory
special agent, and later to deputy as-
sistant director for investigations.
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